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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ALLOWED TO 
DISEMBARK IN ARGENTINA 

REF: (A) HONG KONG 2411, (B) GENEVA 2895 

1 . THE FOREIGN OFFICE ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE LATE 
THURSDAY, MARCH 2, ANNOUNCING THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ARGENTINA HAD AUTHORIZED FOUR VIETNAMESE 
CITIZENS TO DISEMBARK IN BUENOS AIRES FROM A 
PANAMANIAN SHIP AS A HUMANITARIAN GESTURE. THE 

FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT (AND SOME RHETORICAL SELF CONGRATULATION) 
BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE'S SPOKESMAN WERE GIVEN BROAD 
COVERAGE IN THE LOCAL PRESS ON MARCH 3. 

2. THE UNHCR HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
VIETNAMESE AS "DISPLACED PERSONS", NOT REFUGEES, 

UNDER THE UNGA'S SPECIAL RESOLUTION. THE UNHCR HAS 
PROVIDED BOARD AND LODGING FOR 3 OF THE VIETNAMESE. 

THE FOURTH HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED FROM TREATMENT OF AN INJURY 
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SUSTAINED DURING HIS TRAVELS ON THE "SEA FORTUNE." 

CHAPLIN 
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